
CONGRATULATIONS TO 
GREENWICH RESIDENT AS  
NEW MAYOR

We were delighted to hear that an East 
Ward representative, Independent 
Councillor Pam Palmer, was elected 
Mayor of the newly formed Lane Cove 
Council. We wish her all the best for a 
productive and positive term of office. 

RELEASE OF DRAFT GORE BAY 
TERMINAL HUMAN HEALTH 
RISK ASSESSMENT 

Readers who visit our website will have  
noticed this item prominently displayed.
Why have we posted it?
In 2012 Shell Refining Australia Pty 
Ltd notified the NSW Department of  

Planning that it intended to apply 
for approval to carry out major work 
at the Gore Bay terminal. Crude oil 
imports were to cease, replaced by 
finished products petrol, diesel, jet 
fuel and marine fuel. 
Shell was advised of the detail needed 
in an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS), which included 
”Air Quality and Odour ...impacts 
of the development on surrounding 
receivers, including impacts from road 
and sea transportation”. 
This was a welcome development. 
The community had been seeking 
more information around terminal 
emissions since at least 2008, following 
a recommendation in 
a report by Dr Tim Driscoll, that 
Shell ensure that an appropriate and 
ongoing exposure monitoring system 
be in place at the terminal.
From 2011 to the end of 2014 Shell 
convened community meetings as part 
of its consultation around the planned 
DA. Shell representatives were often 
asked to disclose the data prepared in 
respect of air quality and odour in a 
report known as the Human Health 
Risk Assessment 
(HHRA), but Shell said that it would 

be made available only when the EIS 
was placed on exhibition.
Given this response, a community 
association called Friends of Gore Bay 
applied to NSW Health in June 2013 
for release of the data under the GIPA 
(FOI) process. 
The request was referred to Shell and the  
access request was subsequently refused.
In May 2015 Viva Energy (as Shell 
was known after a 100% shareholder 
change) cancelled its development 
plans, and the community’s right to 
access data in the EIS was lost.
Friends of Gore Bay appealed the 
decision of NSW Health to withhold 
the HHRA. After almost three years 
of appeals, the NSW Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal released the 
draft HHRA to Friends of Gore Bay. 
This document was subsequently 
made available to the GCA Gore Bay 
Terminal Sub-committee, noting that 
it is in draft form, as it was never 
required to be formalised once Viva 
Energy cancelled its development 
application.
So, almost ten years after the Driscoll 
report we still have no ongoing 
boundary monitoring of emissions. 
Our newsletters have described in 
detail the EPA’s refusal to require this 
of Viva Energy, despite clear advice 
by NSW Health and the GCA’s many 
please.
Both the GCA and Friends of Gore Bay  
have sought assistance from NSW 
Health to better understand the data 
in the HHRA but this was refused. The  
GCA continues in its efforts to secure 
specialist advice and can offer no 
comment on the data without this 
advice.
In the meantime, the GCA feels that, in 
the absence of any other data around 
emissions, the community should 
have access to the draft HHRA. The 
document can be seen on our website.

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING

The next meeting is on Wednesday, 18 October 2017, in the Greenwich 
Community Centre, 46 Greenwich Road, at 7.30 pm. There will be lots to 
talk about, spearheaded by the fact that we have a new council, which will 
inevitably bring a different approach to issues we have long discussed, 
such as high density development of our precinct and surrounding suburbs 
and the need for correspondingly more green space and public amenity, 
more transparency around the Viva Energy Petroleum Terminal, and better 
transport and parking.
We extend a warm invitation to all members of the Greenwich community 
and to our East Ward councillors David Brooks-Horn, Pam Palmer and 
Frances Vissel, to attend and participate in the proceedings, and see what 
exciting times are ahead.
Refreshments will be served throughout the evening; and we hope to see 
you there.
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FUTURE PROSPECTS

We at the GCA have been thinking 
hard about how we can best represent 
the Greenwich community going 
forward. We think this means how can 
we be the most relevant and up to date 
voice in gaining traction in matters 
pertaining to the community, how we 
can keep our ‘space’ clean, green and 
a great environment to live in, how 
we can ensure that everyone has a 
say in how they want to live, how we 
continue to gently but firmly lead our 
representatives to recognise that our 
opinions  - all of them - matter because 
we are the ones who live, work and play 
here.

 
We haven’t come to any major decisions 
yet, and we want input from you, the 
community, but here are some of our 
thoughts: 

• The way this newsletter is currently 
published means that it must be 
printed 10 days before our public 
meetings, so it may sometimes be out 
of date as new issues and conditions 
arise. 

• We could give up printing 
this newsletter and distribute 
it electronically to make our 
communication more timely and 
therefore more relevant.

• Before we switched to electronic 
format only, we would concentrate 
our efforts on expanding our mailing 
list to reach ALL members of our 
community. 

• We would ensure that those who 
do not have internet access will be 

able to receive newsletters in hard 
copy through our current deliverer 
network.

• We could focus on FB administration 
and ensuring that our webmaster is 
provided with updated material for 
our webpage. Our GCA committee 
is small and we will need help to do 
this.

• We have more/fewer public meetings.

• We continue to invite the community 
to join the sub committees of 
the GCA, making make specific 
invitations to those with specific 
skills.

 
This topic will be on the agenda for our 
21 October meeting, so please bring 
along or email your good ideas. No idea 
too outlandish!

BOB CAMPBELL OVAL (BCO)

Last newsletter we talked extensively 
of how Lane Cove Council plans to 
develop the Oval, and our personal 
view was that it would turn what is now 
a pleasant, green, unstructured area 
enjoyed by all sorts of local people and 
activities, into a structured sports field 
with a large area of synthetic turf that 
has health and safety and environmental 
ramifications of its own, smack bang in 
the centre. 

Council has now put the plans on 
display and a couple of GCA members 
attended the drop-in session in the 
Terrace Room on 6 October.

 

Given that Council has made it clear 
that there will be no further engagement 
with the community about the BCO 
plans after the conclusion of the 
current consultation period (the end 
of this month), it was hoped that the 
information on display would have 
provided specifics about the proposed 
design features of the synthetic playing 
surface and the materials to be used.

It was also hoped that more information 
would be available about heat impacts 
of synthetic surfaces, particularly in a 
location that has no cross ventilation for 
most of the day and is bordered on one 
side by a rock escarpment that retains a 
lot of heat.

Council officers and Martin Sheppard, 
Council’s Melbourne consultant, have 
clarified some aspects of the proposed 
synthetic surface, but many questions 
remain unanswered.

Design features/ height of playing 
surface and visibility for spectators 

Here is Council’s aerial view of the 
synthetic playing field.

Contrary to the advice of Council’s 
FAQs that there will be no excavation 
proposed in the BCO works, it appears 
that it will be necessary for Council to 
undertake excavation of organic material 
from the current playing field surface.

Mr Webster, of Council, confirmed that 
the new playing field will need to be 
raised above the existing ground level 

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING 

This will be held on Wednesday, 21 October, at the Greenwich Sailing Club at 
Manns Point, 7.30 pm, finishing about 9.30 pm. All Covid and social distancing 
requirements will be observed, so we won’t be able to offer light refreshments, 
but we might be able to swing a cuppa. There will be some big and very relevant 
topics on the agenda, including the fate of Bob Campbell Oval, so please come 
along and have your say. 



A GREAT INITIATIVE

The GCA thanks Michele Stromquist, 
of SafeWork NSW, for her initiative in  
organising, regular SafeWork forums 
between community representatives, 
Viva Energy and regulators. 
One of the major concerns of the GCA 
is that the emergency management 
plans for the terminal comply with 
current best practice.
At the last meeting Michele assembled 
an impressive gathering of key 
management personnel from local 
emergency services who outlined the  
updated plans. Information about 
these plans will be included in Council’s 
next rate notice.

GREENWICH HOSPITAL  
TO BE UPGRADED

There are big plans afoot to upgrade 
aged care facilities and services at  
Greenwich Hospital, services 
spanning aged care, frailty and 
dementia care, older person mental 
health and palliative care. Key 
features of the master plan include: 
replacement of the current hospital 
with a state of the art hospital 
with 72 inpatient beds, an aged 
care facility, a 15-bed hospice, 
construction of up to 70 seniors 
housing units, improved parking 
and access, and preservation of 
Pallister House.
An Environmental Impact Statement 
will need to be produced and the 
GCA has been assured that at every 
stage there will be opportunity for 
community input and engagement.

CROWN LANDS - THE 
LEGISLATIVE CHANGES AND 
WHY WE MUST BE CONCERNED

Recent legislative changes have  
broadened local councils’ management 
responsibiliities over Crown Lands, 
due to take effect early 2018. 
The legislation was fairly general in 
nature, and now they are thrashing 
out the nuts and bolts of the regulations 
and how the legislation is to be 
implemented. 
The Act and the regulations are of 
direct concern to the community 
because they will regulate the future 

management, use and potential 
transfer of public community land 
that has a long history and significant 
value to the community.
Why is the GCA taking an interest?
We are concerned that precious Crown 
Lands in Lane Cove, such as Greenwich 
Baths, which have been enjoyed by the 
public for many years, remain as a 
public amenity and not be compromised 
by the Council for commercial 
objectives. Ratepayers’ money has 
been spent on major upgrades to 
the Baths. Ratepayers would surely 
then have the right to feel ripped off 
if Council’s only objective was to 
increase revenue at the expense of a 
valued facility.
With Councils having the responsibility 
for the management of Crown Lands, 
there is little redress for the community 
if Councils alter or remove the purpose 
for which the Crown Land was 
dedicated. 
Councils would also have the power 
to sell, transfer or vest the land, and 
grant leases which may be against 
community interests. The GCA thinks 
it very important that the community 
stay vigilant in protecting Crown Land 
as a community asset and ensuring full 
transparency around its management.

AND SPEAKING OF 
THE BATHS

The Baths are open! 

These works seemed to go on for 
ages but they are now looking good. 
There is still minor work to be done 

to the amenities block, but that 
will be completed after the end of 

these school holidays.

GREENWICH VILLAGE ARTS 
TRAIL 

4 - 5 November, 10am-4pm.

A number of new Greenwich artists 
have joined the open studio weekend 
this year, including Jeanette Lamb who 
moved specifically to Greenwich after 
she discovered the Arts Trail the year 
before. Jeanette creates abstract, 
dimensional images merging traditional 
and digital media in paintings, 
photography and textiles. 

Come and discover her intriguing 
designs along with 25 other artists, 
including the recent Gosford Art 
Prize winner, Dana Dion. There will 
be an impressive array of paintings 
in all media, plus jewellery, pottery, 
photography, and prints for sale. 
There will plenty of food and drink 
available along the way, including at 
the Greenwich School in Greenwich 
Road, which is getting involved with 
the GVAT this year. As well as 
showcasing portraits by younger 
students and class collaborative 
sculptures around the Greenwich Road 
campus the school will also be offering 
a cake stall, drinks stand, amenities, 
shade and rest stop. Don’t miss it!!

Further information from
Amanda Harrison
Mob: 0409 398 128
www.harrisonsculpture.net

STAY IN TOUCH

We encourage all residents to stay 
in touch with regular visits to our 
website,

www.greenwich.org.au 

and that of Lane Cove Council, 

www. lanecove.nsw.gov.au 

If you register your address on 
the GCA website you will also 
receive newsletters and updates 
electronically.

Merri Southwood, President 
0412 361 331

Stuart Warden, Secretary
0421 680 353
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STAY IN TOUCH  
It is now more important than ever to 
join the GCA and keep up to date with 
electronic postings. If you have IT skills, 
we will welcome your help. Join our 
mailing list by emailing John Southwood 
at jsouthwood@spectrafin.com.au
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to ensure that the new soccer pitch will 
not get flooded. The playing surface will 
need to be raised about 400 mm above 
ground level to accommodate drainage, 
shock pad etc.

Above this surface will be a 200 mm 
kerb to retain infill. 

And above the kerb will be a picket 
fence of approx. 800 mm.

This, in effect, means that the top of the 
picket fence will be 1.4 m above ground 
level.

Based on the above information, this 
is what the synthetic playing field and 
its perimeter will actually look like. A 
raised garden bed that will dominate 
the current open space.

It will have significant visual impact on 
the bushland setting of Bob Campbell 
Oval. 

 

 

Furthermore, there remains the question 
of how spectators will be able to view 
matches from a level significantly below 
the height of the playing field and kerb.

 

Our question is: will the land outside the 
picket fence be built up and slope down 
to the grassed area between the picket 
fence and the fitness track? - if so, how 
far will this encroach onto the grassed 
area depicted in Council’s images?

Or will children and shorter adults 
standing at current ground level need to 
peer through pickets to watch games.

Heat effects of the synthetic surface

Mr Sheppard was able to provide 
general detail as to the heat impacts of 
synthetic surfaces.

However, when he was asked about 
the impacts of a location with minimal 
cross ventilation and the additional 
retained heat of the rock escarpment 
on the western side of the site, it came 
as a surprise that he has not actually 
inspected the site of the proposed 
playing field. 

Whilst it is understood that travel 
restrictions have prevented Mr Sheppard 
from coming to NSW, it is surprising 
that Council did not have available at 
the drop-in session a technical expert 
who was actually familiar with the 
proposed location of the playing field 

and its environs.

The lack of specific detail about the 
design features of the playing surface 
and the heat impacts associated with 
its specific location make it extremely 
difficult for community members 
to provide informed submissions to 
Council. In addition, it is difficult 
to gauge exactly to what extent the 
Greenwich Village Games will be 
impacted. This issue will also be on the 
agenda next meeting. 

Your written submissions will count 
for a lot, so please get them in.

http://www.lanecove.nsw.gov.
au/CouncilConsultations/Pages/
BobCampbell.aspx

 

THE GREENWICH VILLAGE ARTS 
TRAIL

For the ninth year the local artists of 
Greenwich will be (safely) opening 
their studios, so visitors can take the 
opportunity to learn how artists work, 
their creative processes, methods and 
techniques - and perhaps purchase an 
artwork directly from the artist.

Paintings, drawings, sculptures, pottery, 
photographs, prints, textiles, jewellery 
and garden ornaments will be on 
display and for sale at 17 sites. Artists 
will abide by health regulations to limit 
numbers within their studios at any one 
time, and will request visitors to sign in 
upon arrival. Plenty of sanitiser will be 
available and visitors are requested to 
follow social distancing etiquette on all 
parts of the Trail, both inside and out.

 

 

When: Sat & Sun 7 & 8 November, 
10am-4pm. 

Maps available at the Greenwich local 
shops and on FB or  
www.greenwichvillageartstrail.com.au

Contact: Amanda Harrison

mob 0409 398 128

www.harrisonsculpture.net

LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS - ARE 
YOU REGISTERED?

Another victim of the pandemic, local 
council elections have been postponed 
for twelve months to September 2021. 
We thought it appropriate, however, 
given the wide interest in the outcome, 
to remind you to not only make sure 
residents are enrolled, but also that non-
resident commercial or retail landlords 
and business owners who contribute 
towards Council rates of their premises 
are also entitled to vote. The latter must 
obtain special forms from council  four 
months prior to the election. 

A new form must be submitted each 
time there is an election, so if you filled 
out a form for last election it is no longer  
valid.


